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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 



1. - 11. (canceled) 

12. (currently amended) The test kit of claim 21 wherein said assay device comprises a 
porous carrier strip disposed within a hollow casing, said porous carrier strip having the detection 
zone, and wherein an assay result is revealed by specific binding of the labeled reagent within 
the detection zone. 

13. (canceled) 



14. (currently amended) The test kit of claim 12^ -r^ wherein the switch actuator comprises a 
fixed projecting portion and a displaceable projecting portion, and wherein the contact portion 
has 

a recess for receiving the fixed projecting portion, but not the displaceable projecting 
portion, when the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device; and 

an interface portion that contacts and displaces the displaceable projecting portion when 
the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device. 

15. (canceled) 



16. (canceled) 

17. (canceled) 

1 8. (currently amended) The test kit of claim wherein the projecting lip portion is 
disposed at an end of the slot, and engages an end of the elongate assay device during insertion of 
the assay device into the slot. 



19. -22 (canceled) 



23. (currently amended) A test kit for determininp qualit atively or q uanti tatively tho n r^ P „f 

an analvte in a fluid sam ple, said test kit comprising- 

fc* an assay device, said assay device having a H^ i on zone. wWi n the presence 
pf the analvte in the fluid sample is indi cated bv a^.mulatioTi nf » l abeled reagent 
Within the d etection 7.cm«> ^ nrt & " u ^ 
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£b) a reading d evice effective to detect labeled reagent said reading device 

comprising means for initiat ion of the reading device to detect labeled reagent in 
the detection zone. 

Wherein the means for initiation o f said reading device comprises a switch actuator, and wherein 
said assay device comprises a contact portion, said c ontact portion and said switch actuator 
engaging i n a lock-and-kev engagement • 

wherein the reading device further comprises means for pressing an assay device inserted into the 
reading de vice against the switch actuator. 

Wherein the reading device further comprises a cam that deflects the assay device awav from the 
switch actuator unless the assay device is correctly n o sitioned within the reading dev ice, 

Tilt IciLkil uftldim 22, wherein the assay device is elongate, and wherein the reading device has 
a slot into which the assay device is at least partially inserted through a mouth for reading of the 
assay device, and wherein the slot has at least one projecting lip portion extending over the 
mouth of the slot, said lip portion acting to retain the assay device within the slot when correctly 
positioned therein, 

Wherein said means for initiation of the reading device engages the assay device in a lock-and- 
key interaction , thereby forming a lock-and-kev inter a ction between the reading deving and the 
assay device where by the reading d e vi ce i s initiated in response to and only when said assay 
device is properly positioned in lock-and-kev en g agement within said readin g device and thp 
lock-and-kev interaction is formed. 



24. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 23, wherein the projecting lip portion is disposed 
at an end of the slot, and engages an end of the elongate assay device during insertion of the 
assay device into the slot. 

25. - 27. (canceled) 

28. (currently amended) A test kit for determining qua litatively or q u antitatively the presence of 
an analvte in a fluid sa mple, said test kit comp r^inp- 

assay deyjpe, said assay device having a detection 7nne. wherein the. p mc*tir* 

of the analvte m the fluid sample is indicate d bv accumulati on of a laheted r^m 

within the dete ction zone- antj 
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£b) a reading device effective to detect labeled reagent, said reading device 

comprising means for initiation of the reading device to detect labeled reagent in 
the detection zone- 
wherein the means for initiation of said reading device comprises a switch actuator, and wherein 
said assay device comprises a co ntact portion, said contact portion and said switch actuator 
engaging in a lock-and-key engagement 

wherein the switch a ctuator comprises a fixed projecting portion and a displaceable projecting 
portion, and wherein the contact portion has 

a recess fo r receiving the fixed projecting portion, but not the displaceable projecting 
portion, when the as say device is correctly positioned in the reading device: and 

an interface portion that c ontacts and displaces the displaceable projecting portion when 
the assay device is correctly positioned in the reading device, 

Wherein the reading device farther comprises m eans for pressing an assay device inserted into the 
reading de vice against the switch actuator. 

wherein the reading device further comprises a cam that deflects the assay device awav from the 
switch actuator unless the assay d evice is correctly positioned within the reading device. 

The tt&L kit of claim 27, wherein the assay device is elongate, and wherein the reading device has 
a slot into which the assay device is at least partially inserted through a mouth for reading of the 
assay device, and wherein the slot has at least one projecting lip portion extending over the 
mouth of the slot, said lip portion acting to retain the assay device within the slot when correctly 
positioned therein, 

Wherein s aid means for initiation of the reading device eng ag es the assay device in a 1onV-and- 
key interaction, thereby forming a lo ck-and-kev interaction between the reading device and the 
assay device whereby the reading de vice is initiated in response to and only when said assay 
tjevjcp js properly positioned in lock-and-kev eng agement within said reading device and n> e 
lock-and-kev interaction is formed. 

29. (previously presented) The test kit of claim 28, wherein the projecting lip portion is disposed 
at an end of the slot, and engages an end of the elongate assay device during insertion of the 
assay device into the slot. 

30. (previously presented) A test kit for determining qualitatively or quantitatively the presence 
of an analyte in a fluid sample, said test kit comprising: 
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(a) an assay device, said assay device having a detection zone, wherein the presence 
of the analyte in the fluid sample is indicated by accumulation of a labeled reagent 
within the detection zone; and 

(b) a reading device effective to detect labeled reagent, said reading device 
comprising means for initiation of the reading device to detect labeled reagent in 
the detection zone, 

wherein said means for initiation of the reading device engages the assay device in a lock-and- 
key interaction, whereby the reading device is initiated in response to and only when said assay 
device is properly positioned in lock-and-key engagement within said reading device, wherein 
the assay device is elongate, and wherein the reading device has a slot into which the assay 
device is at least partially inserted through a mouth for reading of the assay device, and wherein 
the slot has at least one projecting lip portion extending over the mouth of the slot, said lip 
portion acting to retain the assay device within the slot when correctly positioned therein. 

31. -36. (canceled) 
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